Minutes Board Meeting (June 25 & July 6, 2026) — online & Radisson Blu Hotel Lietuva, Vilnius

Present

Board members: Kristel Crombé (KC — Chair), Ken McClements (KM - Hon. Sec.), Hana
Barankova (HB), Agata Chomiczewska (AC), Fabrizio Consoli (FC), Andreas Dinklage (AD), Basil
Duval (BD), Andrew Gibson (AG), Daniela Grasso (DG), Eva Kovacevic (EK), Mervi Mantsinen
(MM), Costanza Maggi (CM), Daniele Margarone (DM), Thomas Mussenbrock (TM), Emanuele
Poli (EP), Carlos Silva (CS), Monica Spolaore (MS), Jorg Stober (JS), Vladimir Tikhonchuk (VT),
Luca Volpe (LV)

EPS2025 LOC representatives: Jelena Tamuliené (JT), Alice Trdgerova (AT)
EPS2026 PC chair and LOC chair: Fernanda Rimini (FR), Fulvio Militello (FM)
EPS2027 LOC chair: Yves Martin (YM)

EPS2028 proposal: Pablo Cirrone (PC)

Apologies
Andrea Ciardi (AC), Brian Reville (BR), Catarina Riconda (CR), Marija Vranic (MV)

%k 2k 3k %k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k %k >k >k >k >k >k >k ok >k >k >k >k ok %k 5k ok 5k 5k 5k 5k %k %k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k 3k %k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k 5k %k %k >k %k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k >k ok %k %k >k >k >k >k *k *k k k k%

Open session minutes
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1. EPS 2025 conference - Vilnius
1.1 Report from the LOC (AT)
AT reported that a balanced budget had been achieved and around 490 participants
had registered. This is a surprisingly low number, considering that Lithuania is in the
Schengen zone and therefore scientists throughout this region should have had no
difficulty attending. BD made the point that the number of participants was the lowest
it had been for some time. AD commented that around 12 scientists from China had
been unable to obtain visas to participate in the conference and proposed that in future
the central EPS should be asked to issue letters of support for Chinese colleagues
wishing to attend. However it is unclear whether the problem is in Europe, China or
both. Also one of the British invited speakers, Emma Hume, had been forced to
withdraw, apparently due to an issue relating to residence rights in the EU.

1.2 Report from the PC (KC)
MV (PC chair) was unable to be present but had reported before the meeting that all

was well. She was in the process of dealing with last-minute changes to the programme.
This year’s Alfvén Prize winner (Michel Koenig) was unable to attend.



1.3 Report on the PPCF Special Issue (KM)

KM reported that 29 papers were in the special issue of Plasma Physics and Controlled
Fusion linked to EPS2024 and that this was considerably higher than in recent years.
MM commented that there should be no relaxation of the usual acceptance criteria for
papers in the special issue. AD suggested that poster authors as well as plenary and
invited speakers should be allowed to publish in the special issue. In response to this
proposal, concern was expressed about the challenge of finding a sufficient number of
referees if the number of papers were to be increased in this way.

2. EPS 2026 conference - Edinburgh
2.1 Current status from the LOC (FM)

FM reported on preparations for this conference. He emphasised the attractions of the
venue, the Edinburgh International Conference Centre (EICC): it can accommodate up
to 1200 participants, and the poster area will provide a generous amount of space,
10m?, for each poster. BD asked how many participants would be required for the
conference to breakeven; FM estimated the breakeven number to be around 550 and
confirmed that UKAEA would be liable for any loss. The conference fee will be about the
same as it was in 2025. No expressions of interest had been received so far for possible
satellite meetings. MM commented that the Women in Plasma Physics (WiPP) lunch is
a key event at the EPS plasma conferences. She wants there to be a working group on
the board to organise this at EPS2026 and would like someone other than herself to
chair it. DG said that she was willing to help organise future WiPP events. AC
commented that she had recently organised a meeting in Warsaw on Women in STEM
that included a jobs fair, with around 13000 participants, making the point that there is
huge interest in this type of event. There are tentative plans at EPS2026 for an evening
event along the lines of the Visions in Fusion meeting at EPS2024: AD suggested that
private fusion companies should be invited to sponsor such events.

2.2 Report from the PC (FR)

FR reported that she had a full list of PC members for EPS2026, had contacted them,
and most had replied. She presented a draft timeline for the scientific organisation of
the conference, including when the call for plenary and invited talks would open (end
of August 2025). She raised the issue of whether self-nominations should be allowed,
indicating that she was in favour, provided that PC members were informed which of
the nominations had been submitted by proposed speakers themselves. The question
of whether there would be post-deadline submissions was also raised. BD said that they
were still allowed. It was agreed that there was no problem accepting post-deadline
poster contributions; the possible inclusion of post-deadline invited talks was also
raised. FR commented that the planned closing date for plenary/invited nominations
(October 12 2025) coincided with the start of the IAEA Fusion Energy Conference, which
she would be attending. Since the conference will take place in China, FR will be offline



for a week or so after nominations close. However she is happy to stick to this deadline.
KC recommended that FR consults MV about the process of plenary/invited talk
selection. MM suggested that evaluation of the proposals could start early, before the
October 12 deadline.
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Closed session minutes

3. Minutes of previous meeting (KMC)
The minutes of the previous full meeting of the board on December 3-4 2024 were approved.

4. Landau-Spitzer Award (VT)

VT informed the board that in 2025/26 this prize would be organised by the APS. The panel will
be chaired by John Sarff (University of Wisconsin). VT is stepping down from the board this
year, hence a new European co-chair will be required. He emphasised that this is a prestigious
prize that should be awarded for collaborative work between plasma scientists based in Europe
and the USA. Submissions will be evaluated by a 6 person panel, 3 each from Europe and the
US. The call for nominations will be in October 2025, and the deadline will be in April 2026.
There are 2 rounds of selection, and the panel will deliberate via Zoom. CM said that she was
willing to volunteer to be either the new European co-chair of the Landau-Spitzer Award panel
or organiser of the Alfvén Prize. FC also said that he was willing to take on the Landau-Spitzer
role. It was decided provisionally that CM would become the Landau-Spitzer panel co-chair, but
only after the October call for nominations since until then she will be heavily committed to
delivering a paper and presentation for the IAEA FEC.

5. EPS — PPCF Sylvie Jacquemot Early Career Prize (MM)
MM reminded the board that candidates for this prize should have less than 6 years of

postdoctoral experience (or equivalent experience if they don’t have a PhD degree). 18 eligible
nominations had been received for the 2025 prize. A shortlist of 5 nominations was selected,
and these were discussed at a final evaluation meeting on March 21 2025. Four board members
were present, but others provided input ahead of the meeting. The winner of the 2025 prize,
Arno Vanthieghem, was scheduled to give a talk at the Vilnius EPS plasma conference. For the
2026 prize, it is intended that the call will be earlier than in previous years so that nominations
can be evaluated at the December board meeting. After some discussion, it was agreed that
the deadline would be October 31 2025. One other change is that it will be possible for either
nominees or nominators to submit letters of recommendation. All board members will be asked
to read the nomination documents.

6. Innovation Prize (EK & HB)
HB confirmed that she was happy to take over as the principal coordinator of this prize,
although she would like EK to remain involved in the process. Text for the call for nominations
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has been prepared. HB wants to keep mid-February as the deadline; nominations are usually
submitted very close to this. KC asked if the deadline could be brought forward slightly (e.g. to
February 1 2026), to provide more time for evaluation ahead of the annual conference. HB
commented that this is probably not necessary since the number of nominations is usually
small, no more than 3 or 4. Nevertheless it was agreed that the deadline would be February 1.

7. PhD Prizes (MS)

MS confirmed that she was happy to continue as coordinator of these prizes. There were 4
winners this year (the maximum number) out of 28 nominees of whom 6 were women.
Nominations had closed at the end of November 2024. The evaluation panel had been chaired
by Jérdme Paméla. All of the winners had accepted invitations to give talks at EPS2025. MS
would like the names of the winners to be recorded on the new EPS-PPD website. For the 2026
prizes, she proposed that the nomination deadline should be at least a week before the
December board meeting; specifically, November 21 2025. KC reminded the board that the
PhD prize evaluation panel is entirely separate from the board, but the board is invited to
endorse the panel’s selections. With regard to the PhD prizes, the main item of discussion at
the December board meeting is the selection of the panel. KC commented that the EPS wants
every prize nomination call to be at least 4 months ahead of the deadline, which means that
the PhD prize call should be before the end of July 2025. DG asked how many of the winners
were women; MS replied that the number of female winners tends to be small but varies. DG
said that this is something the board should try to improve. CS commented that one needed to
be careful making inferences from such low numbers and pointed out that a succession plan
needs to be in place for coordination of the PhD prizes since MS will be standing down from
the board in 2029. It was agreed that finding willing panel members is challenging, not least
because of the need to avoid possible conflicts of interest. Some panel members are retired,
but the task is a large one. CS countered with the point that not all panel members need to
read all theses in their entirety. KC observed that panel members tend to be disinclined to do
it a second time. FC asked if there is recognition for panel members. MS replied that the board
now offers to waive the annual conference fee and the cost of the gala dinner for panel
members who wish to attend. The names of panel members are also made public.

Action: MS to send out call for nominations for the 2026 PhD Prizes.

8. Alfvén Prize (AD)

It was agreed that BR would take over from AD as organiser of this prize, following the latter’s
departure from the board. It was decided moreover that FC would succeed as Alfvén Prize
organiser when BR, in turn, stands down from the board in 2029. In view of the 4 month notice
period for prize calls, it was agreed that BR would send out the call before the end of July.
Action: BR to send out call for nominations for the 2026 Alfven Prize.



9. Relations with central EPS (KC)

KC reported that she is now a member of the EPS central committee. The website is being
refreshed, and there is a PPD area on it, but board members are not yet able to edit these
pages, so for the time being the CIEMAT website will be kept. It was suggested that the central
EPS could be asked to help organise the 2028 annual plasma conference.

10. EPS 2027 conference — Lausanne (BD & YM)

BD reported that he had updated the instruction manual for EPS plasma conferences,
motivated by the fact that each year an entirely new team takes over the local organisation and
tends to create problems for itself. A key aim is to support and, if possible, augment the
scientific value and status of the conference. BD sees continuation of the 4-page papers as an
important part of this and commented that LOCs in recent years have not done a good job of
organising the 4-page paper submission process; he wants this to improve in the future. The
registration fee for the 2027 conference is expected to be in the €600 — €800 range while the
target room rate is €100 — €120 per night. A social programme is also being prepared and two
possible venues for the gala dinner have been identified.

YM provided further information on the venue for the 2027 conference and on preparations
for it. The venue, which has now been booked, will be the SwissTech Convention Center, next
to the Ecole Polytechnique de Lausanne (EPFL). There is a train service from Geneva Airport to
Lausanne, and a Metro service from the centre of Lausanne to the venue. The plenary hall can
accommodate 800 delegates and is extendable; other rooms for parallel sessions are available.
SwissTech is only open from Monday to Friday, but the Swiss Plasma Center (SPC) can be used
for registration. The number of participants needed to breakeven is estimated to be 650-700
but, as in the case of EPS2026, the host institute is willing to underwrite the conference. There
was some discussion of possible financial support for some participants. DG was in favour of
supporting younger scientists and those from smaller institutes; JS suggested that subsidies
should only be provided to those who would otherwise rely on private funding. FM commented
that UKAEA would not be able to offer financial support at EPS2026 for participants other than
its own employees and suggested that food could be subsidised instead if it looked as if the
conference was going to make a profit. AD proposed that the profit from each EPS plasma
conference be used to subsidise the subsequent one; FM replied that there was no chance of
UKAEA agreeing to do this. MM made the point that part of the registration fee together with
a tranche of any profit is sent to the central EPS anyway; FC commented that this is not
permitted in Italy. BD advised the EPS2027 LOC to look carefully at accommodation options to
keep costs down. MM asked whether cheap student housing might be available; YM said that
he would look into this.

11. EPS 2028 conference

PC gave a brief presentation setting out the case for holding the EPS2028 conference in
Taormina, a coastal village near Catania in Sicily, Italy. This is a tourist destination, so costs
should be competitive. There are two possible venues in this village. In principle both could be



used, if needed, but the cost would then be higher: it is estimated that the fee for hiring each
would be €60k - €63k, not including the hire of AV equipment. A cheaper, hybrid solution would
be to hire the whole of one venue and one room at the other one. CM suggested that PC get in
touch with ENEA, which has organised conferences of a similar size in Taormina, for example
the Symposium on Fusion Technology (SOFT). FC can help with this. KM and JS pointed out the
importance of ensuring good acoustics and sufficient space in the poster area. PC asked if a
private company should be asked to provide the local organisation; BD made the point that it
is essential that a research institute or university commits to underwriting the conference. PC
said that his home institute should be willing to do that, but also that he was not familiar with
the mechanism for organising conferences through his institute.

12. Next Board Meeting

It was decided that the next in-person meeting of the board will take place at ELI Beamlines in
Prague, December 3-4 2025, hosted by DM. Before then, there will be an online meeting of
available board members in early September 2025; KC is unavailable in the second half of that
month.

Action: KC to send out Doodle poll to choose date for online board meeting in September.

13. Any other business

MM asked for additional volunteers to moderate discussions at the WiPP lunch at EPS2025. DG
said that she would not attend this conference, but wanted to discuss the future organisation
of this event with MM.

BD commented that it was unclear what tasks (e.g. organising prizes and the WiPP lunch,
posting updates on the board website) are expected of specific board members.

Action: KM to generate and distribute a table assigning tasks to board members.



